
 

  

Concordia Lutheran Church 

4210 Johnson Ave NW 

Cedar Rapids, IA 52405 

First Sunday after Christmas 

December 28, 2025 



Announcements for December 28, 2025 
 

Sunday (28) 8:30 am Worship with Holy Communion & Live Stream 
NO Adult Bible Class 
6:00-8:00 pm Youth Group 

 

Monday (29) Church Office Closed 
4:30 pm Irish Class 

    

Tuesday (30)  9:00 am Holy Chair Yoga 
   

Wednesday (31) New Year’s  Eve 
 Church Office Closed 
  

Thursday (1)  New Year’s  Day – Happy New Year! 
 Church Office Closed 

 
Friday (2)  6:00 pm Youth Overnight Begins 
 
Saturday (3)  8:00 am Youth Overnight Ends 
 
Sunday (4)  8:30 am Worship & Live Stream 

NO Adult Bible Class 
6:00-8:00 pm Youth Group  

            
 

 

Welcome Concordia members & guests – please be sure to fill out the attendance/communion cards located in 
each pew. Thank you! 
 
 

Youth Lock In – 6:00 pm Friday, January 2 – 8:30 am Saturday, January 3. Cost is $10 per youth. Come enjoy a fun 
filled night with lots of games and fellowship! 
 

FOOTBALL SUNDAY – Sign up on the bulletin board to get your pizza rolls for “Football Sunday” Choose from 

cheese, pepperoni, or sausage. Each pizza roll is only $15. Pick up is on Sunday, February 8th after service. 

Thank you for your support of Concordia’s youth group. 

Ladies, mark your calendars! Saturday, February 21st “Beautiful Feet” Women’s Retreat at Concordia. Times and 

registration information are coming soon. 

 
Bethany Lutheran Church is looking for an Office Administrator to perform administrative and communication functions 
in support of our mission.  Qualified candidates will not only have the skills to work in a modern office with other 
professionals, but also a heart to serve all people as we share God’s love in our congregation and community. A full job 
description is available upon request. Contact Bethany at 319-364-6026 or office.bethanycr@gmail.com. 
 

Building Healthy Families: It’s not too late! Your partnership in LFS’ life ministry of pregnancy counseling and adoption, 

grief support, marriage, family and mental health counseling for families and all pro-family, pro-marriage, pro-life, and pro-

faith efforts provided without government funds (or strings) in your state is still needed - and still possible! Make a gift 

online TODAY through the Donate page on the LFS web site at www.LutheranFamilyService.org, by VENMO to 

@LutheranFamilyService, or by mail to LFS/Admin Office, 409 Kenyon Road, Suite C, Fort Dodge, IA 50501. Thank you 

for your partnership all year, and especially today as we wrap up 2025 and look forward to what the New Year holds. 

From your brothers and sisters in Christ at LFS, a Blessed and Happy New Year! Lutheran Family Service  

www.LutheranFamilyService.org 

 

  

mailto:office.bethanycr@gmail.com
http://www.lutheranfamilyservice.org/
http://www.lutheranfamilyservice.org/


Divine Service Setting Four p. 203 
 

387 Joy to the World 
 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

    Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 

    And heav’n and nature sing, 

    And heav’n and nature sing, 

    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

    Let men their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

    Repeat the sounding joy, 

    Repeat the sounding joy, 

    Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow 

    Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 

    Far as the curse is found, 

    Far as the curse is found, 

    Far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace 

    And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness 

    And wonders of His love, 

    And wonders of His love, 

    And wonders, wonders of His love. 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 
Text: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of 

our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God 

and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 

condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His 

grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered us into Your 

one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be 

in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

C Amen. 



Service of the Word 
Introit 

When Israel was a child, I loved him, 

 and out of Egypt I called my son. 

Thus says the LORD: “A voice is heard in Ramah, 

 lamentation and bitter weeping. 

Rachel is weeping for her children; 

 she refuses to be comforted for her children, because they are no more.” 

Thus says the LORD: “Keep your voice from weeping, 

 and your eyes from tears, 

for there is a reward for your work, declares the LORD, 

 and they shall come back from the land of the enemy. 

There is hope for your future, declares the LORD, 

 and your children shall come back to their own country.” 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

When Israel was a child, I loved him, 

 and out of Egypt I called my son. 

Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 



Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of Your Son yet more 

wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

C Amen. 
Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 63:7–14 

7I will recount the steadfast love of the LORD, 

 the praises of the LORD, 

according to all that the LORD has granted us, 

 and the great goodness to the house of Israel 

that he has granted them according to his compassion, 

 according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
8For he said, “Surely they are my people, 

 children who will not deal falsely.” 

 And he became their Savior. 
9In all their affliction he was afflicted, 

 and the angel of his presence saved them; 

in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 

 he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 
10But they rebelled 

 and grieved his Holy Spirit; 

therefore he turned to be their enemy, 

 and himself fought against them. 
11Then he remembered the days of old, 

 of Moses and his people. 

Where is he who brought them up out of the sea 

 with the shepherds of his flock? 

Where is he who put in the midst of them 

 his Holy Spirit, 
12who caused his glorious arm 

 to go at the right hand of Moses, 

who divided the waters before them 

 to make for himself an everlasting name, 

 13who led them through the depths? 

Like a horse in the desert, 

 they did not stumble. 
14Like livestock that go down into the valley, 

 the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest. 

So you led your people, 

 to make for yourself a glorious name. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual 

To us a child is born, to us a son is given; 

 and the government shall be upon his shoulder. 

And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Sing to the Lord a new song, 

 for he has done marvelous things! 



Epistle Galatians 4:4–7 
 4When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those 

who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit 

of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir 

through God. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 2:13–23 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 13When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, 

take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the 

child, to destroy him.” 14And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15and remained 

there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my 

son.” 

 16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he sent and killed all the 

male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had 

ascertained from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 

18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 

 weeping and loud lamentation, 

Rachel weeping for her children; 

 she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 

 19But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 20saying, “Rise, take 

the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the child’s life are dead.” 21And he rose and 

took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over 

Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of 

Galilee. 23And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He 

shall be called a Nazarene.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 



Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
Sit 

 

362 O Sing of Christ 
 

1 O sing of Christ, whose birth made known 

    The kindness of the Lord, 

Eternal Word made flesh and bone 

    So we could be restored. 

Upon our frail humanity 

    God’s finger chose to trace 

The fullness of His deity, 

    The icon of His grace. 
 

2 What Adam lost, none could reclaim, 

    And Paradise was barred 

Until the second Adam came 

    To mend what sin had marred. 

For when the time was full and right 

    God sent His only Son; 

He came to us as life and light 

    And our redemption won. 
 

Sermon 
 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church (each petition after ends) 
 

Lord, in Your mercy,      hear our prayer. 
Sit 

3 He came to that which was His own, 

    But He was not received; 

Yet still through Him God’s glory shone, 

    And some His name believed. 

To these He gave the right to be 

    The heirs of heav’n above, 

Born not of human ancestry 

    But born of God in love. 
 

4 Lord Jesus Christ, You deigned to dwell 

    Among us here on earth 

As God with us, Emmanuel, 

    To bring this holy birth. 

Though rich, You willingly became 

    One with our poverty, 

That we might share Your wealth and name 

    For all eternity! 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Text: © 1996 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by 
permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001801 

 
 



Offering 
 

386 Now Sing We, Now Rejoice 
 

1 Now sing we, now rejoice, 

Now raise to heav’n our voice; 

    He from whom joy streameth 

Poor in a manger lies; 

    Not so brightly beameth 

The sun in yonder skies. 

    Thou my Savior art! 

    Thou my Savior art! 
 

2 Come from on high to me; 

I cannot rise to Thee. 

    Cheer my wearied spirit, 

O pure and holy Child; 

    Through Thy grace and merit, 

Blest Jesus, Lord most mild, 

    Draw me unto Thee! 

    Draw me unto Thee! 
 

3 Now through His Son doth shine 

The Father’s grace divine. 

    Death was reigning o’er us 

Through sin and vanity 

    Till He opened for us 

A bright eternity. 

    May we praise Him there! 

    May we praise Him there! 
 

4 Oh, where shall joy be found? 

Where but on heav’nly ground? 

    Where the angels singing 

With all His saints unite, 

    Sweetest praises bringing 

In heav’nly joy and light. 

    Oh, that we were there! 

    Oh, that we were there! 
Text: Latin and German, 14th cent.; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–74, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

Service of the Sacrament 
Stand 

 

Preface LSB 208 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy 

Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. 

Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 

Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is 

now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death 

and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 

and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 



Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-

begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

  

In the beginning You created all things by Your Word; and in the fullness of time Your Word became flesh and 

dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. 

  

Let Your Word made flesh dwell richly among us that, faithfully eating His body and drinking His blood, we may 

receive the fullness of Your grace and truth in Christ Jesus, our Lord. 

  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it 

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 



Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

Sit 
 

Distribution 
 

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who come to receive, 

saying: 
 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins. 

Amen. 

  

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins. 

Amen. 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. 

Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

 

392 God Loves Me Dearly 
 

1 God loves me dearly, 

Grants me salvation, 

God loves me dearly, 

Loves even me. Refrain 
 

ref Therefore I’ll say again: 

God loves me dearly, 

God loves me dearly, 

Loves even me. 
 

2 I was in slav’ry, 

Sin, death, and darkness; 

God’s love was working 

To make me free. Refrain 

 



3 He sent forth Jesus, 

My dear Redeemer, 

He sent forth Jesus 

And set me free. Refrain 
 

4 Jesus, my Savior, 

Himself did offer; 

Jesus, my Savior, 

Paid all I owed. Refrain 
 

5 Now I will praise You, 

O Love Eternal; 

Now I will praise You 

All my life long. Refrain 
Text: August Rische, 1819–1906; tr. composite 
Text: Public domain 

 

523 O Word of God Incarnate 
 

1 O Word of God incarnate, 

    O Wisdom from on high, 

O Truth unchanged, unchanging, 

    O Light of our dark sky: 

We praise You for the radiance 

    That from the hallowed page, 

A lantern to our footsteps, 

    Shines on from age to age. 
 

2 The Church from You, dear Master, 

    Received the gift divine; 

And still that light is lifted 

    O’er all the earth to shine. 

It is the chart and compass 

    That, all life’s voyage through, 

Mid mists and rocks and quicksands 

    Still guides, O Christ, to You. 
 

3 O make Your Church, dear Savior, 

    A lamp of burnished gold 

To bear before the nations 

    Your true light as of old! 

O teach Your wand’ring pilgrims 

    By this their path to trace 

Till, clouds and darkness ended, 

    They see You face to face! 
Text: William W. How, 1823–97, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

333 Once He Came in Blessing 
 

1 Once He came in blessing, 

All our sins redressing; 

    Came in likeness lowly, 

    Son of God most holy; 

Bore the cross to save us; 

Hope and freedom gave us. 
 

2 Now He gently leads us; 

With Himself He feeds us 

    Precious food from heaven, 

    Pledge of peace here given, 

Manna that will nourish 

Souls that they may flourish. 

 



3 Soon will come that hour 

When with mighty power 

    Christ will come in splendor 

    And will judgment render, 

With the faithful sharing 

Joy beyond comparing. 
 

4 Come, then, O Lord Jesus, 

From our sins release us. 

    Keep our hearts believing, 

    That we, grace receiving, 

Ever may confess You 

Till in heav’n we bless You. 
Text: Johann Horn, c. 1490–1547; (sts. 1, 4): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006 
Text (sts. 1, 4): Public domain 
Text (sts. 2–3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001801 

Stand 
 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 

that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 

another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus LSB 212 
P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

725 Children of the Heavenly Father 
 

1 Children of the heav’nly Father 

Safely in His bosom gather; 

Nestling bird nor star in heaven 

Such a refuge e’er was given. 
 

2 God His own doth tend and nourish; 

In His holy courts they flourish. 

From all evil things He spares them; 

In His mighty arms He bears them. 
 

3 Neither life nor death shall ever 

From the Lord His children sever; 

Unto them His grace He showeth, 

And their sorrows all He knoweth. 
 

4 Though He giveth or He taketh, 

God His children ne’er forsaketh; 

His the loving purpose solely 

To preserve them pure and holy. 
Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832–1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870–1958 
Text: Public domain 
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