
 
  

Concordia Lutheran Church 

4210 Johnson Ave NW 

Cedar Rapids, IA 52405 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 13, 2026 



Announcements for September 13, 2026 
 

 
Sunday (13) 8:30 am Worship with Holy Communion & Live Stream 
 6:00-7:30 pm Youth Group    

 

Monday (14)  4:30-6:00 pm Irish Class 
 
Tuesday (15)  9:00 am Holy Chair Yoga 
  7:00 pm Church Council 
 
Wednesday (16) 7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study Begins 
 
Sunday (20)  8:30 am Contemporary Worship & Live Stream 
   10:00 am Adult Bible Class 
   6:00-7:30 pm Youth Group 
         
 

Welcome Concordia members & guests – please be sure to fill out the attendance/communion cards located in 
each pew. Thank you! 
 
 

Last week at Concordia:  Attendance: 39    Planned returning: $11,893    Actual returning: $10,367   YTD: ($18,261)  

 
 

Attention Youth 6th -12th grade – Youth Group has started back up again for the school year! Please join us every 
Sunday from 6-7:30 pm in the Youth Room downstairs. Contact Wes Aquice if you want to learn more or have any 
questions. 
 
Youth Group Can/Bottle Drive – Saturday, September 26th – please save your recyclable cans/bottles for the youth 
can drive. Drop off is on September 26th from 8-9 am in the fellowship hall. 
 
Mark your calendars – Sunday, September 20th – Voters’ Meeting following worship service. All members are invited 
and encouraged to attend if possible. Voter packets are available on the Welcome Desk.  
 
Building Healthy Families: Want to be closer to your spouse, children, or grandchildren? Praying as a couple or as a 
family is one of the most powerful and intimate things you can do together. Start simply by praying for things you’re thankful 
for, things you need, or things you’re worried about. Pray for people you know who are struggling. If you’re not currently 
praying aloud together, consider the many positive impacts of doing so. You will be drawn closer to God, and to each other. 
Find a creative, practical, and free downloadable resource for fun ways to build prayer into you and your family’s daily life, 
created by our friends at Concordia Center for the Family at https://www.concordiafamilystore.org/resources/p/family-
prayer-handout. www.LutheranFamilyService.org  Lutheran Family Service   

 
Support TLS with Your Receipts! Thank you for helping our Parent Teacher League bring in $3,177.09 to cover needs at 
TLS. Keep saving and turning in Hy-Vee receipts from Marion and Cedar Rapids Hy-Vee stores and gas. Receipts need to 
be dated April 1, 2026 - March 31, 2027. Thank you for supporting TLS! 
 

Singles:  Zion Lutheran Church in Hiawatha has a singles group for ages 18-100.  They meet on the 2nd and 4th Sundays. 

Sunday, September 13:  Join us for free bingo with prizes from 12:00-1:30pm at NewBo City Market (1100 3rd St SE).  We 

will meet just inside the front doors at 11:45am.  You can join us at any time for bingo! There are plenty of places to eat 

either before, during or after bingo.  RSVP to either Zion at 319/393-2013 or Cindy Gewecke at 319/929-3077 (text accepted 

with your name) 24 hours in advance of the event.  RSVP helps to provide notification in case of cancellation of the event. 

Sunday, September 27:  It’s a great time for a fall walk through Wikiup Hill (10260 Morris Hills Rd, Toddville).  Please meet 

at 1:00 p.m. for either a hike or you can go inside the learning center and educate yourself about the area.  If it rains, we 

will go through the learning center only.  Please RSVP to either Zion at 319/393-2013 or Cindy Gewecke at 319/929-3077 

(text accepted with your name) 24 hours in advance of the event.  RSVP helps to provide notification in case of cancellation 

of the event. 

 
  

https://www.concordiafamilystore.org/resources/p/family-prayer-handout
https://www.concordiafamilystore.org/resources/p/family-prayer-handout
http://www.lutheranfamilyservice.org/


Divine Service Setting One p. 151 
 
790 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

 

1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise Him, for He is your health and salvation! 

    Let all who hear 

    Now to His temple draw near, 

Joining in glad adoration! 
 

2 Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is wondrously reigning 

And, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining. 

    Have you not seen 

    All that is needful has been 

Sent by His gracious ordaining? 
 

3 Praise to the Lord, who has fearfully, wondrously, made you, 

Health has bestowed and, when heedlessly falling, has stayed you. 

    What need or grief 

    Ever has failed of relief? 

Wings of His mercy did shade you. 
 

4 Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you; 

Surely His goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 

    Ponder anew 

    What the Almighty can do 

As with His love He befriends you. 
 

5 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 

All that has life and breath, come now with praises before Him! 

    Let the Amen 

    Sound from His people again; 

Gladly forever adore Him! 
Text: Joachim Neander, 1650–80; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

Confession and Absolution 
Stand 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 

lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 

called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 



Service of the Word 
Introit 

Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD! 

 I have fled to you for refuge! 

Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy! 

 In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness! 

Enter not into judgment with your servant, 

 for no one living is righteous before you. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD! 

 I have fled to you for refuge! 

Kyrie LSB 152 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord.  

 
  

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
  

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

This Is the Feast LSB 155 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the devout prayers of Your Church, especially in 

times of persecution, and grant that what we ask in faith we may obtain; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 50:15–21 
 15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph will hate us and pay us 

back for all the evil that we did to him.” 16So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command 

before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to 

you.’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they 

spoke to him. 18His brothers also came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” 19But Joseph 

said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? 20As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for 

good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. 21So do not fear; I will provide for you 

and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



Gradual 

Fear the LORD, you his saints, 

 for those who fear him lack nothing! 

Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 

 but the LORD delivers him out of them all. 
 

Epistle Romans 14:1–12 
 1As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. 2One person believes he may eat 

anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. 3Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let 

not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. 4Who are you to pass 

judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the 

Lord is able to make him stand. 

 5One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days alike. Each one should be fully 

convinced in his own mind. 6The one who observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in 

honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives 

thanks to God. 7For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if 

we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died 

and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. 

 10Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we will all stand before 

the judgment seat of God; 11for it is written, 

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

 and every tongue shall confess to God.” 

12So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 18:21–35 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 21Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as 

seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven. 

 23“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his servants. 
24When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25And since he could not pay, 

his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26So the 

servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for 

him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 28But when that same servant went out, he found 

one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what 

you owe.’ 29So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30He 

refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31When his fellow servants saw what had taken 

place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had taken place. 32Then his 

master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 
33And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his master 

delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if 

you do not forgive your brother from your heart.” 



P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
 

496 Holy Spirit, Light Divine 
 

1 Holy Spirit, light divine, 

Shine upon this heart of mine; 

Chase the shades of night away, 

Turn the darkness into day. 
 

2 Let me see my Savior’s face, 

Let me all His beauties trace; 

Show those glorious truths to me 

Which are only known to Thee. 
 

3 Holy Spirit, pow’r divine, 

Cleanse this guilty heart of mine; 

In Thy mercy pity me, 

From sin’s bondage set me free. 
 

4 Holy Spirit, joy divine, 

Cheer this saddened heart of mine; 

Yield a sacred, settled peace, 

Let it grow and still increase. 
 

5 Holy Spirit, all divine, 

Dwell within this heart of mine; 

Cast down ev’ry idol throne, 

Reign supreme, and reign alone. 
Text: Andrew Reed, 1787–1862, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Stand 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 



     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church (each petition after ends) 
 

…let us pray to the Lord,       Lord, have mercy. 
Sit 

 

Offering 
 

895 Now Thank We All Our God 
 

1 Now thank we all our God 

    With hearts and hands and voices, 

Who wondrous things has done, 

    In whom His world rejoices; 

Who from our mothers’ arms 

    Has blest us on our way 

With countless gifts of love 

    And still is ours today. 
 

2 Oh, may this bounteous God 

    Through all our life be near us, 

With ever joyful hearts 

    And blessèd peace to cheer us 

And keep us in His grace 

    And guide us when perplexed 

And free us from all ills 

    In this world and the next! 
 

D 3 All praise and thanks to God 

    The Father now be given, 

The Son, and Him who reigns 

    With them in highest heaven, 

The one eternal God, 

    Whom earth and heav’n adore; 

For thus it was, is now, 

    And shall be evermore. 
Text: Martin Rinckart, 1586–1649; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

Offertory LSB 159 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 160 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and with 

all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your 

only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 

accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us 

with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage 

feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To 

You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 



The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it 

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to 

remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection 

from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your 

kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Pax Domini LSB 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 

Distribution 
 



The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who come to receive, 

saying: 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins. 

Amen. 

  

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins. 

Amen. 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. 

Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

 

818 In Thee Is Gladness 
 

1 In Thee is gladness 

    Amid all sadness, 

Jesus, sunshine of my heart. 

    By Thee are given 

    The gifts of heaven, 

Thou the true Redeemer art. 

    Our souls Thou wakest, 

    Our bonds Thou breakest; 

    Who trusts Thee surely 

    Has built securely; 

He stands forever: Alleluia! 

    Our hearts are pining 

    To see Thy shining, 

    Dying or living 

    To Thee are cleaving; 

Naught can us sever: Alleluia! 
 

2 Since He is ours, 

    We fear no powers, 

Not of earth nor sin nor death. 

    He sees and blesses 

    In worst distresses; 

He can change them with a breath. 

    Wherefore the story 

    Tell of His glory 

    With hearts and voices; 

    All heav’n rejoices 

In Him forever: Alleluia! 

    We shout for gladness, 

    Triumph o’er sadness, 

    Love Him and praise Him 

    And still shall raise Him 

Glad hymns forever: Alleluia! 
Text: Johann Lindemann, 1549–1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

611 Chief of Sinners Though I Be 
 

1 Chief of sinners though I be, 

Jesus shed His blood for me, 

Died that I might live on high, 

Lives that I might never die. 

As the branch is to the vine, 

I am His, and He is mine. 

 



2 Oh, the height of Jesus’ love, 

Higher than the heav’ns above, 

Deeper than the depths of sea, 

Lasting as eternity! 

Love that found me—wondrous thought! 

Found me when I sought Him not. 
 

3 Only Jesus can impart 

Balm to heal the wounded heart, 

Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n, 

Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n, 

Faith and hope to walk with God 

In the way that Enoch trod. 
 

4 Chief of sinners though I be, 

Christ is all in all to me; 

All my wants to Him are known, 

All my sorrows are His own. 

He sustains the hidden life 

Safe with Him from earthly strife. 
 

5 O my Savior, help afford 

By Your Spirit and Your Word! 

When my wayward heart would stray, 

Keep me in the narrow way; 

Grace in time of need supply 

While I live and when I die. 
Text: William McComb, 1793–1873, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

588 Jesus Loves Me sts. 1, ref, 2 
 

1 Jesus loves me! This I know, 

For the Bible tells me so. 

    Little ones to Him belong; 

    They are weak, but He is strong. Refrain 
 

ref Yes, Jesus loves me! 

Yes, Jesus loves me! 

Yes, Jesus loves me! 

The Bible tells me so. 
 

2 Jesus loves me! He who died 

Heaven’s gates to open wide. 

    He has washed away my sin, 

    Lets His little child come in. Refrain 
Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820–1915, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
 

Stand 
 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 165 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 

that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 

another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

727 On Eagles’ Wings 
 

1 You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, 

Who abide in His shadow for life, 

Say to the Lord: “My refuge, 

My rock in whom I trust!” Refrain 
 

ref And He will raise you up on eagles’ wings, 

Bear you on the breath of dawn, 

Make you to shine like the sun, 

And hold you in the palm of His hand. 
 

2 The snare of the fowler will never capture you, 

And famine will bring you no fear; 

Under His wings your refuge, 

His faithfulness your shield. Refrain 
 

3 You need not fear the terror of the night, 

Nor the arrow that flies by day; 

Though thousands fall about you, 

Near you it shall not come. Refrain 
 

4 For to His angels He’s given a command 

To guard you in all of your ways; 

Upon their hands they will bear you up, 

Lest you dash your foot against a stone. Refrain 
Text: Michael Joncas, 1951 
Text: © OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001801 
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