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Concordia Lutheran Church
4210 Johnson Ave NW
Cedar Rapids, TA 52405

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 14, 2025



Announcements for September 14, 2025

Sunday (14) 8:30 am Worship with Holy Communion & Live Stream
10:00 am Adult Bible Class
6:00-8:00 pm Youth Group

Monday (15) 4:30 pm Irish Class

Tuesday (16) 9:00 am Holy Chair Yoga

Wednesday (17) 5:30-6:30 pm STEPP Up

No Confirmation
7:00 pm Women'’s Bible Study

Saturday (20) 8:30 am Tree Removal

Sunday (21) 8:30 am Contemporary Worship & Live Stream
Voters’ Meeting following worship service
6:00-8:00 pm Youth Group

Welcome Concordia members & guests — please be sure to fill out the attendance/communion cards located in
each pew. Thank you!

Last week at Concordia: Attendance:64 Planned Returning: $1,207 Actual Returning: $10,189 YTD: ($18,377)
Altar flowers this week are given by the Parks family in celebration of Tyler’s birthday. Happy birthday!

Mark your Calendars! Saturday, September 20th - 8:30 am - tree removal day (4 dead trees). We need help with
cutting and clean-up of debris. If you have a trailer that could help us to move debris from the field to the dumpster, that
would be a great help. A few rakes would be helpful too! Thank you!!

Building Healthy Families: So often we slip into the habit of living for the approval of others, which leads to frustration,
disillusionment, and disappointment in life and relationships. Jesus was aware of this risk and reminds us In Matthew 6 not
to do things for the approval of men. He assures us that our Father who sees and knows us inside out is the One who can
and will meet all our needs, including our need to be seen, recognized, valued and loved. Whew! What a relief! Life begins
to look different (and oh so much better) when we look through eyes of faith to our loving, gracious, living and forgiving God.
Fix your eyes on Jesus - not your boss, co-worker, spouse, child or neighbor - and live in the light of His great love this
week! Lutheran Family Service www.LutheranFamilyService.org

Self-Esteem is Demonic: A Biblical Teaching on Sin, Guilt, and Shame. Rev. Harrison Goodman, Executive Director
of Mission and Theology, at Higher Things, a Recognized Service Organization of the LCMS, will be at Zion Lutheran
Church in Hiawatha (201 1st Avenue) on Sunday, September 21 to speak to our youth and congregation members on
this prevalent topic. His self-esteem presentation, which was one of the breakout sessions at the LCMS Youth Gathering,
will take place in the Family Life Center from 2:00 to 3:30 PM that afternoon. A description of Pastor Goodman's
presentation on self-esteem says that "self-esteem is demonic. Really. Too little is too bad but so is too much. When what's
expected of us crashes into what we do, the mess behind rarely matches up with the person we wish we were. How can we
look at what the Bible says about sin without feeling, lost, worthless, and without a place? Guilt and shame turn the idea of
someone loving us into an exercise in schizophrenia or a lifetime spent in fear of finding out the truth. But your worth is not
in what you can do, but in what has been paid for you."

Singles: You are invited to join Zion Lutheran in Hiawatha for their September church singles event on Sunday,
September 28. Join them for a picnic at Ellis Park (NW Cedar Rapids by Cedar River) to enjoy the scenery with a short
walk. Please meet by the Horseshoe courts/pavilion (south/main entrance) at 12:30pm. Bring a sack lunch and a chair in
case we cannot find an available picnic table. If it rains, we will meet at Zion instead to enjoy our sack lunch and check out
the church library. Please RSVP to either Zion at 319/393-2013 or Cindy Gewecke at 319/929-3077.


http://www.lutheranfamilyservice.org/

Divine Service Setting One p. 151

566 By Grace I’m Saved

1 By grace I’m saved, grace free and boundless;
My soul, believe and doubt it not.
Why stagger at this word of promise?
Has Scripture ever falsehood taught?
No! Then this word must true remain:
By grace you too will life obtain.

2 By grace! None dare lay claim to merit;
Our works and conduct have no worth.
God in His love sent our Redeemer,
Christ Jesus, to this sinful earth;
His death did for our sins atone,
And we are saved by grace alone.

3 By grace God’s Son, our only Savior,
Came down to earth to bear our sin.
Was it because of your own merit
That Jesus died your soul to win?
No, it was grace, and grace alone,
That brought Him from His heav’nly throne.

4 By grace! This ground of faith is certain;
As long as God is true, it stands.
What saints have penned by inspiration,
What in His Word our God commands,
Our faith in what our God has done
Depends on grace—grace through His Son.

5 By grace to timid hearts that tremble,
In tribulation’s furnace tried,
By grace, in spite of fear and trouble,
The Father’s heart is open wide.
Where could I help and strength secure
If grace were not my anchor sure?

6 By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying;
In Jesus’ promise I rejoice;
For though I know my heart’s condition,
I also know my Savior’s voice.
My heart is glad, all grief has flown

Since I am saved by grace alone.
Text: Christian Ludwig Scheidt, 1709-61; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Text: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

Stand
(P} In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
(P] If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all

unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.



Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

(P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the

Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit

Kyrie

You have turned for me my mourning into dancing;
O LORD my God, I will give thanks to you forever!

O LoRrRD my God, I cried to you for help,
and you have healed me.

O LORD, you have brought up my soul from Sheol;
you restored me to life from among those who go down to the pit.

Sing praises to the LORD, O you his saints,
and give thanks to his holy name.

For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a lifetime.

Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

You have turned for me my mourning into dancing;
O LORD my God, I will give thanks to you forever!

(P) In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

(P} For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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(P} For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to

the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

(P} For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

(P] Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.

Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P] Letus pray.

LSB 155

Lord Jesus, You are the Good Shepherd, without whom nothing is secure. Rescue and preserve us that we may not
be lost forever but follow You, rejoicing in the way that leads to eternal life; for You live and reign with the Father

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Sit

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 34:11-24

1“For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek them out. '>As a shepherd
seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue
them from all places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. '*And I will bring them out
from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land. And I will feed them on
the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country. I will feed them with good
pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing
land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. '*I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I
myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord GOD. '°I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I
will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in
justice.

17¢As for you, my flock, thus says the Lord GoD: Behold, I judge between sheep and sheep, between rams and male
goats. '®Is it not enough for you to feed on the good pasture, that you must tread down with your feet the rest of your
pasture; and to drink of clear water, that you must muddy the rest of the water with your feet? '?And must my sheep eat
what you have trodden with your feet, and drink what you have muddied with your feet?

20«Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean
sheep. 2'Because you push with side and shoulder, and thrust at all the weak with your horns, till you have scattered
them abroad, 2’1 will rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. And I will judge between sheep and sheep. 2>And
I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their
shepherd. ?*And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them. I am the LORD; I
have spoken.”

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual

Epistle

Stand

Fear the LORD, you his saints,
for those who fear him lack nothing!

Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
but the LORD delivers him out of them all.

1 Timothy 1:5-17

SThe aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. ®Certain
persons, by swerving from these, have wandered away into vain discussion, desiring to be teachers of the law, without
understanding either what they are saying or the things about which they make confident assertions.

8Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it lawfully, understanding this, that the law is not laid down for the
just but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who strike
their fathers and mothers, for murderers, '°the sexually immoral, men who practice homosexuality, enslavers, liars,
perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound doctrine, !'in accordance with the glorious gospel of the blessed God
with which I have been entrusted.

12T thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me faithful, appointing me to his
service, *though formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But I received mercy because I had
acted ignorantly in unbelief, '*and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ
Jesus. PThe saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners, of whom I am the foremost. '°But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ
might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life. '"To the King of
ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Alleluia and Verse
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Holy Gospel
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.
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Luke 15:1-10

"Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear [Jesus]. 2And the Pharisees and the scribes
grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.”

3S0 he told them this parable: ““What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not leave
the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the one that is lost, until he finds it? SAnd when he has found it, he
lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. °And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to
them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.” Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven

over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.

8“Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and seek
diligently until she finds it? °And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice
with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.” 1°Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one
sinner who repents.”

P)

Sit

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

609 Jesus Sinners Doth Receive

1

Jesus sinners doth receive;

Oh, may all this saying ponder
Who in sin’s delusions live

And from God and heaven wander!
Here is hope for all who grieve:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

We deserve but grief and shame,
Yet His words, rich grace revealing,
Pardon, peace, and life proclaim;
Here our ills have perfect healing.
Firmly in these words believe:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

Sheep that from the fold did stray
No true shepherd e’er forsaketh;
Weary souls that lost their way
Christ, the Shepherd, gently taketh
In His arms that they may live:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

I, a sinner, come to Thee

With a penitent confession.
Savior, mercy show to me;

Grant for all my sins remission.
Let these words my soul relieve:
Jesus sinners doth receive.



5  Oh, how blest it is to know:
Were as scarlet my transgression,
It shall be as white as snow
By Thy blood and bitter passion;
For these words I now believe:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

6 Now my conscience is at peace;
From the Law I stand acquitted.
Christ hath purchased my release
And my ev’ry sin remitted.
Naught remains my soul to grieve:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

7  Jesus sinners doth receive;
Also I have been forgiven;
And when I this earth must leave,
I shall find an open heaven.
Dying, still to Him I cleave:

Jesus sinners doth receive.

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Erdmann Neumeister, 1671-1756
Text: Public domain

Sermon
Stand

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.



Prayer of the Church (each petition after ends)

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Sit

Offering

785 We Praise You, O God

1  We praise You, O God, our Redeemer, Creator;
In grateful devotion our tribute we bring.
We lay it before You, we kneel and adore You;
We bless Your holy name, glad praises we sing.

2 We worship You, God of our fathers, we bless You;
Through trial and tempest our guide You have been.
When perils o’ertake us, You will not forsake us,
And with Your help, O Lord, our struggles we win.

3 With voices united our praises we offer
And gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise.
With You, Lord, beside us, Your strong arm will guide us.

To You, our great Redeemer, forever be praise!
Text: Julia B. Cory, 1882-1963, alt.
Text: Public domain
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface
(P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

LSB 159

LSB 160



(P) Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

® &

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things, took on human
flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to
death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels and with
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus . LSB 161
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161

(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your
only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us
with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
P]  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it
and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

®F 85

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to
remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection



from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your
kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini LSB 163
(P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 163
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Sit
Distribution

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who come to receive,
saying:

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins.
Amen.

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins.
Amen.

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

(P] The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting.
Depart I in peace.
Amen.



642 O Living Bread from Heaven

1

O living Bread from heaven,
How well You feed your guest!

The gifts that You have given
Have filled my heart with rest.

Oh, wondrous food of blessing,
Oh, cup that heals our woes!

My heart, this gift possessing,
With praises overflows.

My Lord, You here have led me
To this most holy place

And with Yourself have fed me
The treasures of Your grace;

For You have freely given
What earth could never buy,

The bread of life from heaven,
That now I shall not die.

You gave me all I wanted;
This food can death destroy.
And You have freely granted
The cup of endless joy.
My Lord, I do not merit
The favor You have shown,
And all my soul and spirit
Bow down before Your throne.

Lord, grant me then, thus strengthened
With heav’nly food, while here
My course on earth is lengthened,
To serve with holy fear.
And when You call my spirit
To leave this world below,
I enter, through Your merit,
Where joys unmingled flow.

Text: Johann Rist, 1607-67; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Text: Public domain

744 Amazing Grace

1

Amazing grace—how sweet the sound—
That saved a wretch like me!

I once was lost but now am found,
Was blind but now I see!

The Lord has promised good to me,
His Word my hope secures;

He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures.

Through many dangers, toils, and snares
I have already come;

His grace has brought me safe thus far,
His grace will lead me home.

Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail
And mortal life shall cease,
Amazing grace shall then prevail
In heaven’s joy and peace.

sts. 1-5



5  When we’ve been there ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
Than when we’d first begun.

Text (sts. 1-4): John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.; (st. 5): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790, Richmond

Text: Public domain

619 Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior

1  Thy body, giv’n for me, O Savior,
Thy blood which Thou for me didst shed,
These are my life and strength forever,
By them my hungry soul is fed. Refrain

ref Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood
Be for my soul the highest good!

2 With Thee, Lord, I am now united;
I live in Thee and Thou in me.
No sorrow fills my soul, delighted
It finds its only joy in Thee. Refrain

3 Who can condemn me now? For surely
The Lord is nigh, who justifies.
No hell I fear, and thus securely
With Jesus I to heaven rise. Refrain

4  Though death may threaten with disaster,
It cannot rob me of my cheer;
For He who is of death the master
With aid and comfort e’er is near. Refrain

5 My heart has now become Thy dwelling,
O blesséd, holy Trinity.
With angels I, Thy praises telling,

Shall live in joy eternally. Refrain
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677-1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr.

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001801

Stand

Nunc Dimittis
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Lord, now You let Your ser-vant go in peace; Your word has been ful -
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filled. My own eyes have seen the sal - va-tion which You have pre-
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pared in the sight of ev-’ry peo-ple:
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veal You to the na-tions and the glo-ry of Your peo-ple Is-ra - el.
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Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir-it;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now,

Post-Communion Collect

@

Let us pray.
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and will be for-ev-er. A - men.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever.

Amen.
Benediction
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
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The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.

Amen.

895 Now Thank We All Our God

1

A3

Text: Martin Rinckart, 1586-1649; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.

Now thank we all our God

With hearts and hands and voices,

Who wondrous things has done,
In whom His world rejoices;

Who from our mothers’ arms
Has blest us on our way

With countless gifts of love
And still is ours today.

Oh, may this bounteous God

Through all our life be near us,
With ever joyful hearts

And blesséd peace to cheer us
And keep us in His grace

And guide us when perplexed
And free us from all ills

In this world and the next!

All praise and thanks to God
The Father now be given,
The Son, and Him who reigns
With them in highest heaven,
The one eternal God,
Whom earth and heav’n adore;
For thus it was, is now,
And shall be evermore.

Text: Public domain
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