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383 A Great and Mighty Wonder

1 A great and mighty wonder,
A full and holy cure:
The virgin bears the infant
With virgin honor pure! Refrain

ref Proclaim the Savior’s birth:
“To God on high be glory
And peace to all the earth!”

2 The Word becomes incarnate
And yet remains on high,
And cherubim sing anthems
To shepherds from the sky. Refrain

3 While thus they sing your Monarch,
Those bright angelic bands,
Rejoice, O vales and mountains,
And oceans, clap your hands. Refrain

4  Since all He comes to ransom,
By all be He adored,
The infant born in Bethl’em,
The Savior and the Lord. Refrain

5 Allidols then shall perish
And Satan’s lying cease,
And Christ shall raise His scepter,
Decreeing endless peace. Refrain

Text: Germanus, c. 634-c. 734; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Text: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P] In the name of the Father and of the *J+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P]  Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

F @5

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call on Him in prayer and praise, let us first consider our unworthiness
and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

®

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Stand



Service of the Word

Introit

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,

and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things!
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.

The LORD has made known his salvation;
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.

He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing praises!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,

and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Kyrie
o) N

g e * * 4 o_ ~N
Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

389 Let All Together Praise Our God

1 Let all together praise our God
Before His glorious throne;
Today He opens heav’n again
To give us His own Son,
To give us His own Son.

2 Heleaves His heav’nly Father’s throne,
Is born an infant small,
And in a manger, poor and lone,
Lies in a humble stall,
Lies in a humble stall.

3 VWithin an earthborn form He hides
His all-creating light;
To serve us all He humbly cloaks
The splendor of His might,
The splendor of His might.

4  He undertakes a great exchange,
Puts on our human frame,
And in return gives us His realm,
His glory, and His name,
His glory, and His name.
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5 Heis aservant, I alord:
How great a mystery!
How strong the tender Christ Child’s love!
No truer friend than He,
No truer friend than He.

6  Heis the key and He the door
To blesséd paradise;
The angel bars the way no more.
To God our praises rise,
To God our praises rise.

A7  Your grace in lowliness revealed,
Lord Jesus, we adore
And praise to God the Father yield
And Spirit evermore;
We praise You evermore.

Text: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480-1561; (sts. 1, 3-7): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001; (st. 2): tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.
Text (sts. 1, 3-7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001801Text (st. 2): Public domain

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Letus pray.
Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us free from the bondage of sin;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.
Sit
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 52:7-10

"How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of him who brings good news,
who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness,
who publishes salvation,
who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”
8The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice;
together they sing for joy;
for eye to eye they see
the return of the LORD to Zion.
9Break forth together into singing,
you waste places of Jerusalem,
for the LORD has comforted his people;
he has redeemed Jerusalem.
10The LORD has bared his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth shall see
the salvation of our God.

(P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual

To us a child is born, to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder.

And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Sing to the Lord a new song,
for he has done marvelous things!



Epistle Hebrews 1:1-12
"Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2but in these last days he has
spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. *He is the
radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power.
After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, *having become as much
superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.
SFor to which of the angels did God ever say,

“You are my Son,
today I have begotten you™?

Or again,

“I will be to him a father,
and he shall be to me a son”?

®And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,
“Let all God’s angels worship him.”
70f the angels he says,

“He makes his angels winds,
and his ministers a flame of fire.”

8But of the Son he says,

“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever,

the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom.
%Y ou have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;
therefore God, your God, has anointed you

with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.”

10And,

“You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning,
and the heavens are the work of your hands;
they will perish, but you remain;
they will all wear out like a garment,
12like a robe you will roll them up,
like a garment they will be changed.
But you are the same,
and your years will have no end.”

This is the Word of the Lord.

(P)
Thanks be to God.
Stand

Alleluia and Verse
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Holy Gospel John 1:1-18

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. >He was in the beginning with
God. 3All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. “In him was life, and
the life was the light of men. *The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that
all might believe through him. ¥He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. '°’He was in the world, and the world was
made through him, yet the world did not know him. ''"He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.
12But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, *who were
born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the
Father, full of grace and truth. '3(John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who
comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.””) '°And from his fullness we have all received, grace
upon grace. !"For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. '¥No one has ever seen
God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known.

(P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life I« everlasting. Amen.

Sit



393 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly

1  Infant holy,
Infant lowly,
For His bed a cattle stall;
Oxen lowing,
Little knowing
Christ the child is Lord of all.
Swiftly winging,
Angels singing,
Bells are ringing,
Tidings bringing:
Christ the child is Lord of all!
Christ the child is Lord of all!

2 Flocks were sleeping,
Shepherds keeping
Vigil till the morning new
Saw the glory,
Heard the story,
Tidings of a Gospel true.
Thus rejoicing,
Free from sorrow,
Praises voicing,
Greet the morrow:
Christ the child was born for you!

Christ the child was born for you!
Text: tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885-1933, alt.; Polish
Text: Public domain

Sermon

Stand

Prayer of the Church (each petition after ends)

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Sit

Offering

391 Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Morn

1 Rejoice, rejoice this happy morn,
A Savior unto us is born,
The Christ, the Lord of glory!
His lowly birth in Bethlehem
The angels from on high proclaim
And sing redemption’s story!
My soul, extol
God’s great favor;
Bless Him ever
For salvation;

Give Him praise and adoration!
Text: Birgitte Katerine Boye, 1742-1824; tr. Carl Déving, 1867-1937
Text: Public domain



Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Sit
Benedicamus
(P] Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.

Amen.

388 Go Tell It on the Mountain

ref Go tell it on the mountain,
Over the hills and ev’rywhere;
Go tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born!

1  While shepherds kept their watching

O’er silent flocks by night,
Behold, throughout the heavens
There shone a holy light. Refrain

2 The shepherds feared and trembled
When lo, above the earth
Rang out the angel chorus

That hailed our Savior’s birth. Refrain

3 Down in a lonely manger
The humble Christ was born;
And God sent us salvation

That blesséd Christmas morn. Refrain
Text (sts. 1-3): John W. Work II, 1873-1925, alt.; (ref): African American spiritual

Text: Public domain
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