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Concordia Lutheran Church
4210 Johnson Ave NW
Cedar Rapids, TA 52405

Second Sunday in Advent
December 7, 2025



Announcements for December 7, 2025

Sunday (7) Advent 2
8:30 am Worship & Live Stream
10:00 am Adult Bible Class
6:00-8:00 pm Youth Group

Monday (8) 4:30 pm Irish Class
Tuesday (9) 9:00 am Holy Chair Yoga
Wednesday (10) 6:00 pm Church Council
7:00 pm Midweek Advent Service
Saturday (13) 10:00 am-12:00 pm Cookie Drop Off - church kitchen
Sunday (14) Advent 3

8:30 am Worship with Holy Communion & Live Stream
Voters’ Meeting following service

Youth Cookie Walk

6:00-8:00 pm Youth Group Christmas Party

Welcome Concordia members & guests — please be sure to fill out the attendance/communion cards located in
each pew. Thank you!

HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE - Last day for collection for the Holiday Food Drive is Wednesday, December 7. Requested
items: canned vegetables (especially carrots and corn), boxed instant mashed potatoes, cans of gravy, and fruit cocktail.
Please pray about how you can help and give as you're able. Thank you for your support!

Youth Christmas Cookie Walk -Bakers Needed - If you enjoy baking, please sign up to bring your favorite cookies for the Youth
Christmas Cookie Walk.! The Cookie Walk benefits the youth who are going on a mission trip to Peru next summer. You may
drop your cookies off on Saturday, December 13th from 10 am — noon in the church kitchen. The Cookie Walk will take place
on Sunday, December 14t". Bakers can sign up on the bulletin board. The youth thanks you for your support!

Today is the last day to order your poinsettia to help decorate the church for Christmas services. Poinsettias are
only $10. You may take your poinsettia home to enjoy after the Christmas Day service. Order forms are on the
Welcome Desk in the narthex.

Reminder — The next Voters’ meeting is scheduled for Sunday, December 14" following worship service. Voters’
packets are available on the Welcome Desk. All members are invited to attend.

Mark your calendars! Sunday, December 14" — Youth Cookie Walk. Pick up some homemade cookies and sweets
for family, friends, neighbors, or for the office! All proceeds will help support the Youth Mission Trip to Peru.

Please join us for midweek Advent services on Wednesday, December 10t, and 17t" at 7:00pm.

Christmas Worship Schedule — 2:00 pm Christmas Eve Worship with Holy Communion at King of Glory
5:00 pm Christmas Eve Worship with Holy Communion at Concordia
8:30 am Christmas Morning Worship at Concordia

Making a comeback - The Women's Retreat - come spend a Saturday in fellowship with other women of the congregation.
"Beautiful Feet" is our topic. Date and details to follow soon!!!

Building Healthy Families: Trauma, emotional distress, depression, anxiety, or family conflict negatively impact many
people, including those within our church fellowship today. When it does, we are often left searching for answers without
knowing where to find help, especially help that will share and incorporate the important tenants of our Lutheran Christian
faith. Lutheran Family Service offers professional mental health counseling with master’s prepared and licensed therapists
who share your faith and world view, now available to all regardless of location through telehealth. Call us...it's why we’re
here! Lutheran Family Service www.LutheranFamilyService.org



http://www.lutheranfamilyservice.org/
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515 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers

1

Rejoice, rejoice, believers,
And let your lights appear;
The evening is advancing,
And darker night is near.
The Bridegroom is arising
And soon is drawing nigh.
Up, pray and watch and wrestle;
At midnight comes the cry.

The watchers on the mountain
Proclaim the Bridegroom near;
Go forth as He approaches
With alleluias clear.
The marriage feast is waiting;
The gates wide open stand.
Arise, O heirs of glory;
The Bridegroom is at hand.

The saints, who here in patience
Their cross and suff’rings bore,
Shall live and reign forever
When sorrow is no more.
Around the throne of glory
The Lamb they shall behold;
In triumph cast before Him
Their diadems of gold.

Our hope and expectation,
O Jesus, now appear;

Arise, O Sun so longed for,
O’er this benighted sphere.
With hearts and hands uplifted,
We plead, O Lord, to see
The day of earth’s redemption

That sets Your people free!

Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660-1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907, alt.
Text: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

Stand
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In the name of the Father and of the ~}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P)

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.



(P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the

Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit

Kyrie

In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

Seek the LORD and his strength;
seek his presence continually!

Remember the wondrous works that he has done,
his miracles, and the judgments he uttered,

O offspring of Abraham, his servant,
children of Jacob, his chosen ones!

He is the LORD our God;
his judgments are in all the earth.

He remembers his covenant forever,

the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

(P) In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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(P]  For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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(P} For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to

the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
(P)  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P)

P

Sit

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His coming we may be
enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading

IThere shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.
2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him,
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and might,
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
3And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide disputes by what his ears hear,
“but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.

SRighteousness shall be the belt of his waist,
and faithfulness the belt of his loins.
°The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,
and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat,
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together;
and a little child shall lead them.
"The cow and the bear shall graze;
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra,

and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den.

9They shall not hurt or destroy
in all my holy mountain;

for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.

resting place shall be glorious.

P)

Gradual

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion.

Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem.

Behold, your king is coming to you;

righteous and having salvation.

Isaiah 11:1-10

19n that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the nations inquire, and his



Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
From the house of the Lord we bless you.

Epistle Romans 15:4-13
“Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. "May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live
in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, Sthat together you may with one voice glorify the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. "Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of
God.
8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the
promises given to the patriarchs, °and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles,
and sing to your name.”

10And again it is said,
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.”
""And again,
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
and let all the peoples extol him.”
12And again Isaiah says,

“The root of Jesse will come,
even he who arises to rule the Gentiles;
in him will the Gentiles hope.”

13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may
abound in hope.

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia and Verse LSB 173
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Al-le - lu - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Matthew 3:1-12

(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

'Tn those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, >“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand.” 3For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said,

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord;
make his paths straight.””

“Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey.
Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, ®and they were baptized by
him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.

"But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers!
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? ®Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. °And do not presume to say to
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,” for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for



Abraham. '"Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fire.

1« baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not
worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. ?His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will
clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
Sit

344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry

1  On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry
Announces that the Lord is nigh;
Awake and hearken, for he brings
Glad tidings of the King of kings!

2 Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin;
Make straight the way for God within,
And let us all our hearts prepare
For Christ to come and enter there.

3 We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord,
Our refuge and our great reward;
Without Thy grace we waste away
Like flow’rs that wither and decay.

4  Lay on the sick Thy healing hand
And make the fallen strong to stand;
Show us the glory of Thy face
Till beauty springs in ev’ry place.

A5 All praise, eternal Son, to Thee
Whose advent sets Thy people free,
Whom with the Father we adore

And Holy Spirit evermore.
Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite
Text: Public domain

Sermon

Stand

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life I« everlasting. Amen.



Prayer of the Church (each petition after ends)

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Sit

Offering

359 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

1 Lo, how a rose e’er blooming
From tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming
As prophets long have sung,
It came, a flow’ret bright,
Amid the cold of winter,
When half-spent was the night.

2 Isaiah ’twas foretold it,
The rose I have in mind;
With Mary we behold it,
The virgin mother kind.
To show God’s love aright,
She bore to us a Savior,
When half-spent was the night.

3 This flow’r, whose fragrance tender
With sweetness fills the air,
Dispels with glorious splendor
The darkness ev’rywhere.
True man, yet very God,
From sin and death He saves us
And lightens ev’ry load.

4 O Savior, child of Mary,
Who felt our human woe;
O Savior, King of glory,
‘Who dost our weakness know:
Bring us at length we pray
To the bright courts of heaven,
And to the endless day.

@Concordia-Lutheran-CR

Text (sts. 1-2): tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934, alt.; (sts. 1-2, 4): German, 16th cent.; (st. 3): Friedrich L. C. Layriz, 1808-59; (st. 3): tr. Harriet R. K. Spaeth, 1845-1925; (st. 4): tr. John C.

Mattes, 1876-1948
Text: Public domain
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call on the name of the Lord.

I will take the cup of sal-

LSB 176
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va-tion andwill call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my

vows to the Lord now in the pres-ence of all His peo - ple, in the
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courts of the Lord’s house, inthe midst of you, O Je-ru-sa-lem.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction LSB 183
(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
Amen.

347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People

1  “Comfort, comfort ye My people, 3 Hark, the herald’s voice is crying
Speak ye peace,” thus saith our God; In the desert far and near,
“Comfort those who sit in darkness, Calling sinners to repentance,
Mourning *neath their sorrows’ load. Since the Kingdom now is here.
Speak ye to Jerusalem O that warning cry obey!
Of the peace that waits for them; Now prepare for God a way;

Tell her that her sins I cover
And her warfare now is over.”

2 Yea, her sins our God will pardon,
Blotting out each dark misdeed;
All that well deserved His anger
He no more will see or heed.
She hath suffered many_a day,
Now her griefs have passed away;

God will change her pining sadness

Into ever-springing gladness.

Let the valleys rise to meet Him
And the hills bow down to greet Him.

Make ye straight what long was crooked;
Make the rougher places plain.
Let your hearts be true and humble,
As befits His holy reign.
For the glory of the Lord
Now o’er earth is shed abroad,
And all flesh shall see the token
That His Word is never broken.

Text: Johann Olearius, 1611-84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Text: Public domain
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